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BAHAT INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY

B8 UNITED NATIONS PLAZA » NEW YORHK, N.Y. 10017« U.S.A.
Cable: BAHAINTCOM NEWYORK - Telex: 666363 DICNY
(212) 486- 0360
Representanive

to the United Nauons 3 I a’o e D tCr L ¥
Dr Viceor de Acaujo ST

Alternace Represencative

Mr. Gerald Knight

Statement to the Working Group on Enforced or
Involuntary Disappearances

rd

The Bahi'i International Community would like to bring to the attention
of the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances the '
matter of the disappearance of fourteen promlnent Bahi'is in Iran.
Eleven were summarily arrested by revolutlonary guards on 21 August 1980.
Their arrest was originally acknowledged by the authorities, but those
same .authorities now deny all knowledge of their whereabouts. The
remaining three were kidnapped by unknown persons, and it is not known
what became of them.

This document contains a summary of the information -we have received’
from various couriers who have been able to transmit messages ‘to us
under great dlfflcultles. -For obvious reasons, we have not included the
names of these couriers, nor ‘have we named ‘the Baha'is who met with
officials to make representatlons and enquiries about the disappearances.

Summary of the circumstances surrounding the disappearance of fourteen Baha'is

1. Mr. Muhammad MGvvahid has been missing since 23 May 1979. A summons
for his arrest was issued by the Revolutionary Komiteh of vali-Abad,
Teheran, on 12 May 1979 and was based on Decree No. 1177 of the Attorney-
General of the Revolutionary Government. Following the disappearance of
Mr. Muvvahld, the Komiteh disclaimed any knowledge of the matter, and
the Attorney—Generals- whilst confirming that he had authorised a summons
on the basis of complaints made against Mr. Mivvahid - likewise expressed
his ignorance of any subsequent arrest or disappearance. He advised

Mr. Mﬁvvanid's wife to contact Qasr Prison, but repeated enquiries
failed to reveal her husband's name on the list of prisoners being held
there. Enquiries at other prisons were also unsuccessful.

2. Dr. 'ali-Muridd pavudi, a retired professor of philosophy at the
University of Teheran, was kidnapped on 11 November 1979 while walking
in Lalih Park. He has not been seen or heard from since. A written
petition to Ayatollah Quddiasi, complaining about the disappearance of
Dr. Davudi, was followed by a meeting with the Ayatollah in which he
sympathised with the relatives, stated that the government was not
involved, and placed the blame on "irresponsible groups"”

Accredited in consultative sratus wirh the nited Nariane Feanamie and Sacial Canncil (FCOSO) and the nired Nanans Childeen’s Fund (UNICEF)
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3. Mr. Rahi Rawshani was kidnapped on 13 January 1980 while on his way
to work, and all attempts to find him have been unsuccessful. The usual
official protests and complaints were submitted to the appropriate
authorities, but the government has officially denied having any
connection with his disappearance. .

4. Eleven Baha'is were summarily arrested on 21 August 1980 during the
course of a meeting in a private home in Teheran. All of them were
well-known Baha'is and nine of them composed the entire membership of
the National Administrative Council of the Baha'is of Iran. The names
of these Baha'is are as follows: '

Manuhir Qa im-Magami
Husayn Na]l

Yusif Qadimi

Ibrahim Rahmani
Hushang Mahmadi
'Abdu’l-Husayn Taslimi
'Atd'u'll3dh Mugarrabi
Mrs. Bahiyyih Nadiri
Kambiz Sadiqzadih

Dr. 'Abbasiyan
Hishmatu'llih Rawhani

The entire membership of the
National Administrative Council
of the Baha'is of Iran

These eleven Bahd'is disappeared between 4 - 6 p.m. (Teheran time) when
a group of armed men, called a task force, appeared at the house apparently
with a written order for their arrest.

Subsequent developments, which changed their status from officially
arrested to "disappeared" persons, were as follows: I

24 August 1980. All efforts to locate the prisoners were frustrated.
Contradictory statements were made by different officials, apparently in
an attempt to confuse and mislead the relatives, since none of-.-the
information given proved to be accurate. It was ascertained that the
Attorney-General, Ayatollah Quddisi, had issued instructions to the
Central Revolutionary Komiteh to arrest the nine members of the National
Administrative Council and had ordered a certain Mr. Shaf&'{ to carry
out this order. Mr. Shafa'l was approached and agreed that he had
received the order, but denied that he had- actually carried it out.

28 August 1980. The wives of some of the prisoners met with Ayatollah
Beheshti and presented a petition to him. He undertook to enquire into
the matter, but subsequently reported that his investigations had been
inconclusive.

29 August 1980. The wife of one of the arrested men went.to Evin Prison
and, without first asking whether. her husband was confined there, sought
permission to take some clothes to him. The clerk on duty checked his
list of prisoners and confirmed that her husband's name was among them.
However, when she returned the following day she was turned away. by the
official on duty at the gate and was told that no one of her husband's
name was being held in the prisen.




1 September 1980. A non-Bahd'i source reported that all nine members of
the Bahad'l National Administrative Council had been seen in Evin Prison
and were alive and well; but this information could not be confirmed.

2 September 1980. Representatives of the Baha'i community met with the
Speaker of the Iranian Parliament, Mr. Rafsanjani, who told them that
the prisoners were being held in Evin Prison and that they had been
arrested because of their involvement in the recently-attempted coup
d'état. This charge was vigorously denied by the Baha'i representatives,
and Mr. Rafsanjanl promised to study the prisoners' files and give a
reply in two days' time.

10 September 1980. A further meeting was held with Mr. Rafsanjénf, who
confirmed that the members of the Baha'i National Administrative Council
had been arrested by order of the Attorney-General. He added that
eleven Bahd'is, not nine, should have been arrested, and was told that
eleven had been arrested. He said that no one would be allowed to meet
with the prisoners until their interrogation was completed: if they
proved to be innocent they would, of course, be released. The Baha'is
replied that seven innocent Baha'is had recently been executed in Yazd
and that they feared the same thing might happen again. Mr. Rafsanj&n{
thereupon undertook to investigate the matter further, and asked the
Baha'is to contact him again in two or three days.

14 September 1980. The wives of three of the missing Baha'is sought an
interview with Mr. Rafsanjani. This was denied, but they were finally
allowed to speak to him on the telephone. He was violently angry,
berated them for constantly troubling him and, in reply to their repeated
appeals for information, ominously stated that they would receive news

of their husbands from the radio and television.

18 September 1980. The Attorney-General stated that the eleven Bah4'is
had been arrested because of their participation in the recent -abortive

coup.

6 October 1980. Revolutionary guards went to the house where the Bahd'is
had been arrested and asked the Baha'i householder whether he had seen

the number plates of thé car which had taken the priscners away. He
answered that he had not. He was then told that the reports of imprisonment
were totally false and that the Baha'is had, in fact, been taken secretly
to Israel by special aeroplane. (Bahd'is in Iran have repeatedly been
falsely accused of being agents of Zionism.) On the same day, another
Baha'i was asked if he knew the whereabouts of his brother - one of the

missing men.

9 October 1980. The wife of one of the missing Baha'is saw Mr. Rafsanjén{,
who told her that the government had not arrested the eleven Baha'is,

and even asked her if she knew where they had gone. He added that the
leader of a group which might have some connection with their disappearance
was now in custody, and that he might have further news for her shortly.
Meanwhile, the two Baha'is who were questioned on 6 October had been

taken into custody and were also being ‘asked if they had information

about the whereabouts of the missing Bahd'is. The interrogations were
carried out by officials of Evin Prison.




12 October 1980. The wives of two of the missing Bah&'is met with

Mr. Rafsanjani, who received them cordially.- He told them that .the
eleven Bahi'{s had been arrested by Komiteh No. 2 of Teheran Vila,
Morvarid; that they had all along been in collusion with the head of
this Komiteh (a Mr. Lamakin); and that arrangements had been made by the
Komiteh to smuggle them out of the country. When the wives protested
that this was impossible, Mr. Rafsanjénf remarked that husbands did not
always tell their wives everything, and added that, in any case,

Mr. Lamakan had now been arrested and was undergoing interrogation.

He then said that the Bah&d'fis should have resisted arrest, and referred
to a radio broadcast which advised the public not to submit to arrest
without a proper court order. The wives answered that a court order

had been produced ahd, furthermore, that armed men had been present to
enforce the order. Mr. Rafsanjani nevertheless insisted that the Baha'is
should have resisted arrest. He said that he could do nothing further

to help the Bah&'f wives, since that was the duty of the Attorney-Genearal.
At the request of the wives, he telephoned the Attorney-General,
Ayatollah Quddiisi, who stated that Mr. L&makdn was still being interrogated,
‘but that his replies were "unsatisfactory".

A Bahd'i who had recently been released from Evin Prison reported that
it was widely rumoured there that the eleven Baha'{ prisoners had been

taken to Europe.

13 October 1980. A Baha'i wife whose husband had been in Evin Prison
for several months reported that, when she had visited him on 12 October,
he had told her that three of the missing Bah4&'is were actually sharing
his cell. A fourth was also believed to be in the prison, but had not
yet been seen.

14 October 1980. Two Bahd'{ wives met with the Attorney-General, who
assured them that it was his duty to assist the families of the eleven
missing Bah4'is, as well as those of the three who had been kidnapped.

He denied that he had issued an order for the arrest of the eleven.

- Referring to the arrested Komiteh leader, Mr. L&mak&n, he said that this
man had originally denied all knowledge of the whereabouts of the eleven,
but had later changed his story and said that the Baha'is had been
smuggled out of the country by a private aeroplane operating from a
secret landing strip. He had then changed his story again and was now
saying that his statement was baséd solely on rumours he had heard. The
Attorney-General stated that the interrogation of Mr. Limakdn was continuing.
‘He promised that he would take up the Baha'{ case, and invited the _
‘Bahd'{ wives to telephone him for information. 1In their presence, he
telephoned three officials at Evin Prison and enquired about Bahi'{
prisoners, but all three denied having Bahi'{ prisoners in their wards.

16 October 1980. Further reports were received that all eleven Bah4'is
had been seen in Evin Prison and that all were in good health.

23 October 1980. The Attorney-General, in response to a telephone
enquiry from the two Baha'i wives who had previously met with him, said
that he had no information about the whereabouts of the eleven Bahi'is,
but that he would continue his enquiries.




3 November 1980. After 70 days, there was still no reliable information
about the whereabouts of the missing Bah&'fs, and it had proved impossible
to find any documents indicating that the arrests had been made in
accordance with official government instructions.

16 November 1980. The wife of one of the missing Baha'is, who by this
time was meeting with the Attorney-General two or three times a week,
reported that she was convinced that the government had no knowledge of

2y 2

the whereabouts of the eleven Bahi'is.

18 December 1980. The newspaper "Ingilab-i-Islami" published an article
concerning a person who had been missing for 40 days. Quoting a normally
reliable source, the writer disclosed that Evin Prison contained compounds
and wards which were closed to the outside world, and that the names of
the inmates of these wards did not appear on any register. This article
confirmed the long-standing belief of the Baha'is in the existence of

such wards.

Conclusion

From time to time the Bahad'is have received reports that these eleven
Bahd'is, missing since 21 August 1980, have been seen, but it has been
impossible to confirm these reports. Relatives have continually pressed
the issue with the authorities but up to the end of January 1981 they
have been unable to trace any of the eleven.

All indications are that these eleven, as well as Mr. Mivvahiqd,

Dr. Davidi and Mr. Rawshini (see pages 1 and 2), were chosen as targets
by their kidnappers solely because they were prominent members of the
Baha'il community.

Since the start of the Islamic revolution, prominent Bah&'is in

many parts of Iran have been arrested (and, in some cases, executed) as
part of a continuing and systematic campaign to demoralize, paralyze and
ultimately eradicate the Iranian Baha'i community. (A statement (copy
enclosed) -describing these activities against the Baha'is in Iran was
presented by the Baha'i International Community, on 4 September 1980 to

the Sub-Commission on the Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of
Minorities.)

31 January 1981
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